
        

  
    
      
        Cookies on GOV.UK

        
          We use some essential cookies to make this website work.

We’d like to set additional cookies to understand how you use GOV.UK, remember your settings and improve government services.

We also use cookies set by other sites to help us deliver content from their services.

          You have accepted additional cookies. You can change your cookie settings at any time.

          You have rejected additional cookies. You can change your cookie settings at any time.

        

      

    

    
        


  Accept additional cookies


        


  Reject additional cookies


        View cookies
    

    
      
          Hide this message
        
    

  




    Skip to main content

          
  
    
      
        
          
            
            
              
              
            
            
              
                GOV.UK
              
          


    

    
      
        Navigation menu
      



      
        
          
                            Menu

            
              Menu
          


          
            
              
                Search GOV.UK
              
              

  
  

              
                ×
              

            
              
                Search GOV.UK
              
              

  
  

          


      


      
        
          


              
                
                  Services and information
                

                	
                        Benefits
                        
                      
	
                        Births, death, marriages and care
                        
                      
	
                        Business and self-employed
                        
                      
	
                        Childcare and parenting
                        
                      
	
                        Citizenship and living in the UK
                        
                      
	
                        Crime, justice and the law
                        
                      
	
                        Disabled people
                        
                      
	
                        Driving and transport
                        
                      
	
                        Education and learning
                        
                      
	
                        Employing people
                        
                      
	
                        Environment and countryside
                        
                      
	
                        Housing and local services
                        
                      
	
                        Money and tax
                        
                      
	
                        Passports, travel and living abroad
                        
                      
	
                        Visas and immigration
                        
                      
	
                        Working, jobs and pensions
                        
                      


              


              
                
                  Government activity
                

                	
                        Departments
                        Departments, agencies and public bodies

                      
	
                        News
                        News stories, speeches, letters and notices

                      
	
                        Guidance and regulation
                        Detailed guidance, regulations and rules

                      
	
                        Research and statistics
                        Reports, analysis and official statistics

                      
	
                        Policy papers and consultations
                        Consultations and strategy

                      
	
                        Transparency
                        Data, Freedom of Information releases and corporate reports

                      


              

          

        



      
        
          
            Search
          

          
            
              
                

    Search GOV.UK
  
    
    
      
        Search
        

  
  

    

  




              

            

          

        


    
  



    

      
        




      

        

    



  	
          Home
        
	
          Government
        
	
          Government efficiency, transparency and accountability
        
	
          Government spending
        








    

    
      
          




  
    


      
    Policy paper
  


  
    Open standards principles
  



  

  

  
      Standards for software interoperability, data and document formats in government IT specifications.


  





  
    
      
  	From:
	
          Cabinet Office, The Rt Hon Matt Hancock MP, and The Rt Hon Lord Maude of Horsham

      
	Published
	9 April 2013
	Last updated
	
        5 April 2018
          — 
            See all updates
          
      




    

    
    

  







  
    
      Get emails about this page










  
    

      
          
    
  Documents



      

    
        
  
    
        
  





  
    
      Open Standards principles




      HTML







  
    
        
  





  
    
      Open Standards principles 2018




      ODT, 32 KB




        
          This file is in an OpenDocument format




  
    [image: ]


  
    
      Open Standards principles 2015




      PDF, 368 KB, 28 pages







  
    [image: ]


  
    
      Open Standards principles 2012




      PDF, 391 KB, 33 pages









  


        
          
  Details



          

    
            
The Open Standards principles are the government’s policy on open standards to make government IT more open, cheaper and better connected.


They were developed following the public consultation Open Standards: Open Opportunities - flexibility and efficiency in government IT which took place between February and June 2012.


In 2015 the policy remained the same. The document was updated to ensure that external links and references were correct.


In 2018 the policy remained the same. The language, structure, links and references of the document were updated.


Users are invited to comment on current challenges and how they could be solved with open standards.


Guidance (known as standards profiles) on how open standards should be implemented is published each time a challenge has been resolved.
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